
STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS  Proverbs 9:1-6;     Ephesians 5:15-20;      John 6:51-58 

Homily by Deacon Jack Miller at Incarnation of the Lord Parish  August 16, 2015            20
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

One of my favorite movies is The Miracle on 34
th

 Street.  It’s about a man named Kris 

Kringle on trial for lunacy because he claims to be Santa Claus. At a critical moment in the trial, the 

district attorney establishes his defense in an argument with the judge. 

 “If my client is the person he believes himself to be, just as you are the person you claim to 

be, then he’s just as sane.” “Granted, but he isn’t.”  “Oh, but he is.”  “Is what?”  “I intend to prove 

that Mr. Kringle IS Santa Claus. 

In our gospel today, Jesus is making his case for who He is…and what He’s saying is 

causing more than a few people to think He’s crazy. 

I am the bread of life is just the first of eight statements in John’s Gospel where Jesus 

makes very specific, far reaching, outrageous comments about himself. The other seven which 

follow in order are: I am the light of the world; Before Abraham was, I am; I am the door; I am 

the good shepherd; I am the resurrection and the life; I am the way, the truth, and the life; and I 

am the true vine. 

Jesus doesn’t just claim to know these things or explain them. He claims He IS these 

things. And what makes his statements significant is more the “I am,” than the words that follow, 

because they connect Him to His Father. How? Let me refer to the Book of Exodus:  

“Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I shall say to the Sons of Israel: 'The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to 

them?" And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons 

of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" [Exodus 3:13-14; NASB] 

If Jesus’ description of Himself is true, the implications, and impact of what He’s telling us 

are tremendous. The implications reach deep into our real, daily lives. The impact involves life-

changing transformation with everlasting consequence. They give us hope. 

Jesus walked the earth. Jesus said He was the Messiah, the Son of God. These are facts that 

nobody disputes. Once you accept that reality in your head, you have to choose what it means in 

your heart. University of Oxford historian and writer, C. S. Lewis contends that we only have 

three possible choices: Jesus was either: crazy, a liar, or Lord.  

 Jesus spent three years in public ministry telling us who He is and performing signs of his 

authority to confirm it. His message is that forgiveness for our sins is there just by asking for it 

and acknowledging that Jesus IS, in fact, the Son of God and our Messiah.  



That means that each of us is called to decide if the lunatic or liar is Jesus or me. Nowhere 

is this call more clearly presented than in a passage from Mark’s Gospel where we hear: 

“Now Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. Along the way 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the Baptist, 

others Elijah, still others one of the prophets.” And He asked them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Peter said to Him in reply, “You are the Messiah.”  Peter got it right.  

The readings today reaffirm God’s promise that He’s our God and we’re His people; and 

that He is both human and divine. When we accept this by faith, our life’s purpose immediately 

becomes: to know God, to love God, and to serve God in this world, and to be with Him forever 

in the next world. 

But you can’t know anyone until you discover them; and you certainly can’t understand 

anyone if you don’t spend time following them; and once someone changes your life, you sure 

want to share the joy he/she has brought you. 

It’s the same when it comes to Jesus. We must discover Him before we can embrace Him as 

our personal Lord and Savior; we must follow Him to know how much He loves us; then we must 

share Him by example and profession of faith, to bring others to Him. These are acts of apostles, 

and what we’re called to do by our baptismal vows. 

If you’re not getting as much out of Mass as you’d like, I suspect it’s not because the Mass 

is too boring…or the homilies too long…or the music too loud.  

If you’ve given up on the world, I suspect it’s not because the world isn’t worth saving.  

If you’re depressed about personal health issues or family struggles, I suspect it’s not 

because you don’t care.  

What I suspect is that at this moment, you don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus, 

because if you did, you’d see things differently.  If I’m right, have I got good news for you. 

This parish is about to partner with Risen Lord and St. Cyril parishes to conduct 

ChristLife, an evangelization tool to help you develop your personal relationship with Jesus. At 

St. Teresa of Avila Parish, 130 people are participating and it’s enriching their lives. [A side 

benefit is that there is free food].  [DISCUSS IMPACT OF PROGRAM] 

Today, Jesus told you who He is; show Him you got the message. Rediscover Him; follow 

Him and share Him through ChristLife. You’ll discover your life’s purpose and meaning through a 

personal relationship with a God who loves you enough to die on a cross so that your sins could be 

forgiven. As crazy as you may think it sounds, He’s somebody worth getting to know. 


